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• Technical aids and signaling devices
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• Discount hearing aid batteries
• Community support services

• Resource centre
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or Hard of Hearing since 1981.
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TTY: 1-800-565-3323
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Often disregarding their own needs to contribute to society, enriching 
lives and making the world a better place, Saskatchewan senior 
volunteers deserve a lot of credit for the work they do. To recognize and 
honour these hard-working people, Saskatchewan Seniors Mechanism 
(SSM), a non-profit, volunteer organization that brings together 
Saskatchewan seniors’ organizations, has established a provincial 
awards program, dubbed Celebrating Seniors.

Now in its third year, Celebrating Seniors awards pay tribute to the 
volunteer work that seniors do, and provide opportunities to help the 
people of Saskatchewan become aware of the contributions made 
towards many aspects of life in the province.

Award categories include Advocacy, Centenarian, Community 
Leadership-Rural, Community Leadership-Urban, Education, 
Contribution to a First Nations or Métis Community, Fitness, Heritage and 
Culture, Lifetime Achievement, Fine Arts, Senior Friendly Business and 
Teamwork. 

This year’s awards were presented at a ceremony and banquet at the 
Delta Regina Hotel on Sept. 30.

Guest speaker Senator Raynell Andreychuk highlighted many reasons 
to celebrate Saskatchewan and acknowledged the important role that 
volunteers, especially older adults, have played in the formation of our 
province, and continue to play in maintaining vibrant communities.   

The awards ceremony MC was Ruth Smillie, artistic director at the 
Globe Theatre. Written greetings from SSM’s honorary patron, Lieutenant 
Governor Vaughn Solomon Schofield, were read. Her Honour had 
provided pins in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, which were 
presented to each of the attendees.   Several guests presented greetings: 
Gene Makowsky on behalf of the provincial government, councillor Fred 
Clipsham on behalf of the City of Regina, Lela Arnold, area director for 
Western Region 3, on behalf of the Métis Nation of Saskatchewan, and 
Betty Pickering, president of the Saskatchewan Seniors Mechanism.

On behalf of SSM’s Platinum Sponsor, SaskEnergy, Leslie Gosselin 
brought greetings and began the awards presentations with the Teamwork 
award. Other awards were presented by SSM president Betty Pickering 
and Senator Andreychuk and by SSM’s Gold Sponsors: The Senior 
Friendly Business award by Kevin Bassendowski on behalf of the Co-
operators/Bassendowski Agencies; the Fitness award by Linda Restau 
on behalf of the Saskatchewan Ministry of Health; and the Centenarian 
award by Jodi Gronsdahl on behalf of All Seniors Care Living Centres. 

Saskatchewan senior volunteers are leading the way in Canada. In a 
2010 Statistics Canada report, Saskatchewan was highest in the nation 
once again for the rate of volunteerism, with 58 per cent of the population 
of the province aged 15 and over having volunteered through a group 
or organization that year. These rates were significantly higher than the 

national average of 47. Of the nation’s volunteers, those who volunteered 
the most hours were likely to be older, widowed and no longer in the 
workforce. 

Formal recognition by the SSM’s Celebrating Seniors awards helps to 
give thanks to those volunteers and brings awareness of the generous gift 
of their time to the people of the province.

Saskatchewan senior volunteers honoured 

A Special Thank You to our Bronze Sponsors

Senior Friendly Business
Spiro Kangles,  

The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy

Teamwork
SaskTel Pioneers Infant Hearing Assessment Program Volunteers

Community Leadership (Rural)
Gerald Gartner

Fitness
Dorothy Fitzer

Centenarian
Antoinette Simard

Heritage and Culture
Louis Stringer

Lifetime Achievement
Marie Mathers-Ross

Advocacy
Wes Norheim

Fine Arts
Bonnie Barnes and Larry 
Lawryk, Smile A While

Contribution to a First  
Nations or Métis Community

Florence Highway and Evelyn Linklater

Community Leadership (Urban)
Doug Barss

Education
Jeanette Dean
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