Throughout every year, SSM (Saskatchewan Seniors Mechanism) listens
to and supports older adults and their organizations, working with them to
advocate for quality life for all older adults. Programs and initiatives such as
Age-Friendly Communities, Home Supports and Social Prescribing are having
significant effect in the province, thanks to the hard work and creativity of the
older adult volunteers who work in SSM committees, member organizations
and their home communities.

In keeping with an SSM yearly tradition, on September 29, 2024, SSM held its
13th Celebrating Seniors Volunteers Awards gala at the Conexus Arts Centre
in Regina. Older adult volunteers from throughout the province who have
contributed to making their communities stronger, safer, and healthier, were
celebrated.

Barb Byers capably emceed the event, keeping everything flowing smoothly. Elder

Lorna Standingready offered words of inspiration and a blessing. Our Honourary
Patron, The Honourable Russ
Mirasty, brought greetings and
emphasized his appreciation of
the volunteers with whom he
has worked. Greetings on behalf
of SSM were presented by Shan
Landry, President.

Presentations highlighting the
contributions of each nominee

(Celebrrating Seniord

were shown throughout the evening. Thanks to Access Communications!
The Award Categories were Advocacy, Arts & Culture, Education, Community
Leadership (urban), Community Leadership (rural), Older Adult Friendly
Business, Wellbeing, Intergenerational, and Blooming Perennial (90+).

After an excellent buffet supper, Guest Speaker Gursh Barnard, CEO of The
Executive Studio, quoted from the poem “The Dash” by Linda Ellis which
describes the value of the ‘dash’ that is between one's birth date and date
of passing. The 'dash’ represents all the things that make up a person’s life.
She told the volunteers that they are living their lives to the fullest as they
contribute to their communities.

Musical entertainment by Chris Henderson, Saskatchewan singer/songwriter,
was enthusiastically received with toe tapping, smiles and applause.

CAA Saskatchewan President and CEO, Fred Titanich, representing Gold
Sponsor CAA Saskatchewan presented the Community Leadership (urban)
award. Dale Richardson, representing Gold Sponsor SaskTel Pioneers, presented
the Wellbeing award. Other awards were presented by SSM Executive Director,
Holly Schick, SSM President, Shan Landry, and His Honour, Russ Mirasty.

The Celebrating Seniors Volunteer Awards take place annually. Anyone can
nominate someone for an award. The nominees must be 55 years of age or
older, be a resident of Saskatchewan, and have made a significant volunteer
contribution to their community. You may find further information on the SSM
website, www.skseniorsmechanism.ca or by phoning 306-359-9956.

ARTS AND CULTURE
Awarded to an older adult for their
active participation in or support of
the fine arts, entertainment and/or

inter-cultural awareness.

EDUCATION
Awarded to an older adult who
fosters learning in their community
and is a lifelong learner.

ADVOCACY
Awarded to an older adult, or group of older adults, who aim to
influence political, economic or social aspects of society, with the
goal of improving individual and community life.

BLAINE FILTHAUT KERRIE STRATHY

RENEE NUNAN-RAPPARD MURRAY SCHARF
MAPLE CREEK REGINA

LANIGAN SASKATOON

OLDER ADULT-FRIENDLY BUSINESS

Awarded to a business that demonstrates an awareness of the needs of older adults and goes above and beyond
their basic services to meet the needs.

GORD KAVANAGH

BLACKLINE MOBILE TIRE / PETE GUNTHER - HEPBURN CANADIAN TIRE SOUTH IN REGINA

VENVI RENAISSANCE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE - REGINA

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP URBAN

Awarded to an older adult who best exemplifies the qualities of leadership within an urban community such as vision, dedication, integrity,
and the respect of others; and who regularly participates in the development and well-being of their community.

CLYDE BOUCHER
SASKATOON

BRUNO KONECSNI
SASKATOON

SHARON SIUKSTERIS
SASKATOON

WELL-BEING

Awarded to an older adult who promotes and encourages regular
physical activity and other aspects of well-being in their community.

FLO LAVALLIE DEB MCINNES
SASKATOON YORKTON

AWARD NOMINEES

INTERGENERATIONAL
Awarded to an individual older adult or older adults’ organization who
works with youth and or volunteer groups that inspire and create positive
interaction and learning between younger and older generations.

JOAN JACKSON LUCY JACKSON
HUMBOLT SASKATOON

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP RURAL

Awarded to an older adult who best exemplifies the qualities of leadership within a rural community such as vision, dedication, integrity, and the
respect of others; and who regularly participates in the development and well-being of their community.

BRIAN BLANEY NANCY BONYAI DARLENE KIDD
WOLSELEY MACDOWALL MACKLIN
CAROL OLEKSYN TANNIS SCHERMANN GLEN THOMPSON
HUMBOLT SPY HILL STRASBOURG

BLOOMING PERENNIAL (90 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER)

Awarded to an older adult who engages and contributes within their families and communities. Awarded to an older adult who is 90 years of age or
older and continues to use their accumulated wisdom and skills as a Blooming Perennial

DOREEN KERBY JOHN LEONARD
SASKATOON 0GEMA

WILMA MOLLARD EVELYN SUNDET
SASKATOON REGINA
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SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSOR FRIEND SPONSORS

Saatchewan Union
Retirees Federation

Faculty of Nursing, University of
Regina (Saatoon Campus) &
The People of African Decent

Seniors Association.




